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Abstract:
When I started programming in 1967, program types referred to machine representation formats. The highlevel languages of that time (e.g., Fortran) relied on type declarations to determine the meaning of program
operations like '+' and '*'. In contrast, contemporary type systems for programming languages are intricate
mathematical constructions that can prove theorems about program behavior. They also constitute an
important issue in "language wars" about which language is best for a particular application. In this talk, I will
review the evolution of type systems since the 1967 and present a dispassionate account (identifying my
opinions in some cases) of the advantages and disadvantages of various approaches to program typing. In the
process, I will identify a few of my contributions to the narrative. I try to focus on the roles that type systems
play in software engineering and their interaction with program design.
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