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Dear Members of the eass,

The period 2010 - 2012 has proved that the eass is on the right track. The eass started to give assistance to joint European research projects as well as to improve the relationships between eass and other institutions. It is the aim to stabilize and even intensify these positive trends in 2012 - 2014. The new Executive Board will be elected by General Assembly during the conference in Bern.  The Secretary General is leaving the Board and new President elect and new fellows will be elected.

The eass newsletter is published twice a year. Now we have the  11th  issue. Proposals to include information are welcome. They should be send to the Secretary General.
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1.  9th eass conference in Bern/Switzerland 2012 (by Siegfried Nagel)

In one month the 9th conference of the eass will be held in Bern, Switzerland from 20th to 23rd June 2012. The Institute of Sport Science of the University of Bern is pleased to host our annual meeting. About 150 participants have already registered for the congress. Besides four keynotes and four thematic symposia the scientific programme contains numerous parallel sessions with more than 120 talks and a poster session with about 15 posters.

The organisers have invited the following international well-known sociologists who will analyse the main topic Sport in Globalised Societies from different points of view. Joseph Maguire (Loughborough, UK), Rudolf Stichweh (Lucerne, Switzerland), Marijke Taks (Windsor, Canada), Loїc Wacquant (Berkely, USA/Paris, France).

A key element of the conference is the arrangement of thematic symposia. In cooperation with partner organisations selected speakers have been invited for the following topics:

1) Swiss sport research and globalisation (in cooperation with the Research Committee Sociology of Sport of the Swiss Sociological Association, SGS),

2) Sport and migration (in cooperation with the Section of Sport Sociology, German Society of Sport Science, dvs),

3) Challenges of sport participation research (in cooperation with the Meeting for European Sport Participation and Sport Culture Research, MEASURE),

4) Body, gender and ethnicity (in cooperation with European Sociological Association Research Network 28 “Society and Sports”, ESA).

Within the framework of a PhD Special all young researchers have the possibility to get an individual feedback for their oral or poster presentation by a specific expert. About 15 PhD-students have already signed up for this special programme.

Apart from a broad and interesting scientific programme the organisers will also arrange a stimulating social programme.

We hope that a lot of eass members will attend the conference in Bern and encourage especially those who have not yet registered. You will find further information on the conference website: www.eass2012.ch.

The board of the eass hopes to meet many members and new colleagues at the conference.


2.   ejss goes online


A further step in the development of the European Journal for Sport and Society ejss can be announced. At the conference in Bern  the new concept of an online version of the ejss will be presented by  the Editor- in - chief Prof. Dr. Siegfried Nagel.

3 .  Eass Young Researcher Award 

The European Association for Sociology of Sport thanks all the young colleagues who have submitted their papers for the 4th Eass Young Researcher's Award. The aim of the award is to facilitate the integration of outstanding graduate students and young researchers into the European community of sociology of sport scholars. The award is granted to a scholarly paper, authored by a young researcher, which is deemed by a panel of judges to be of highest quality. The winning author will be invited to receive the award and present the paper during the closing ceremony of the 9th eass Conference in Bern. Monetary prizes will be granted to the winner and the two authors receiving an honourable mention.

Due to the commitment of Davide Sterchele the 4th  eass Young Researcher Award can be granted. The selection committee 2012: Prof. Mike Collins (University of Loughborough, UK), Prof. Jorid Hovden (Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway), Prof. Ramón Llopis-Goig (University of Valencia), Prof. Georg Anders (German Sport University Cologne, Germany), Dr. Davide Sterchele (University of Padua, Italy) announce the winner of the 4th Eass Young Researcher Award is Claudia Klostermann (University of Bern, Switzerland),  Changes in German sport participation: Historical trends in individual sports. Awards: Feeless invitation to present the paper at the Eass conference (on plenary session). Eass sponsored prize of membership in Eass for the year 2013. Complete collection of the existing ejss issues.  Monetary prize of 500 €.

Honourable Mentions

Ramón Spaaij (La Trobe University, Australia), Changing people’s lives for the better? Social mobility through sport-based intervention programmes: opportunities and constraints. 

Christopher R. Matthews (University of Loughborough, UK),‘Real Men Can Control Their Shit’ – Violence, Ambiguity, Coherence and Identity. Awards: Feeless invitation to present the paper at the Eass conference (on parallel sessions). Monetary prize of 250€ each.

The prize-giving-ceremony will take place on Saturday, June 21st, at noon.

4. MEASURE – expert group on sport participation research in Europe

The MEASURE network of experts in sport participation research was launched in 2010 by the Mulier Institute and Catholic University of Leuven with the aim to encourage debate and knowledge exchange on sport participation issues and to enhance the understanding of differences in sport participation. The MEASURE network will continue its tradition and has scheduled MEASURE activities during the upcoming eass conference in Bern. The MEASURE network owes a special thanks to Siegfried Nagel of the organizing committee in Bern who was so generous to include a MEASURE symposium and sessions on the topic of sport participation research in the program of the eass 2012 conference. Thanks to the numerous contributions of experts on sport participation research two sessions on this topic are scheduled. In addition a MEASURE meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th June (14h00-16h00) at the congress venue. Experts interested to attend this MEASURE meeting can send an email to Remco Hoekman of the Mulier Institute (r.hoekman@mulierinstituut.nl). 

The MEASURE network currently contains  67 experts representing 25 European countries and has over time become more visible for research and policy organizations by issuing special issues and reports on sport participation, establishing a website (www.measuresport.eu)  and presenting at several policy oriented conference. The MEASURE network was part of the program of the Play the Game conference in Cologne, Germany in 2011 and responsible for organizing a session of sport participation research. Furthermore the MEASURE network was invited to contribute to the recent SPORTVISION 2012 conference in Copenhagen, under the flag of the Danish Presidency of the EU and provide three speeches on the topic of sport participation and physical activity relating sport research and sport policy. The first speech was given by Jeroen Scheerder and Charlotte van Tuyckom (Belgium) and focused on sport and physical activity in Europe and possible explanation for differences between European countries.  The second presenter was Remco Hoekman (the Netherlands) who discussed the current sport participation and physical activity patterns in the Netherlands and the impact of recent policy programs and the lessons to be learned from this. The third and last presentation was of Szilvia Perenyi (Hungary), providing an insight in limitations and opportunities for sports in Hungary and amongst others paying attention to reasons for lower sport participation rates and physical activity levels in Hungary. The presentations can be downloaded at www.measuresport.eu.

Currently the MEASURE network is involved, as one of the consulted expert groups, in a feasibility study for the European Commission on a future sport monitoring function in the EU. This study is conducted by a consortium led by the Mulier Institute, with consortium partners Sheffield Hallam University, Catholic University of Leuven and TNO. The study aims to map the existing datasets, studies, reports, networks and good practices on (1) sport and health, (2) the social aspects of sport and (3) the economical dimension of sport. The input of experts out of all European countries is necessary to obtain a complete picture of the current best practices and thoughts on a future sport monitoring in the EU. For this purpose an online questionnaire is developed that is amongst others send to the experts of the MEASURE network. 

5.  Board- Meeting of the eass in Bern   

The 12th Board-Meeting of the eass  will take place on Wednesday 20th  June 2012, at 10:00 – 12:30.

     6.  General Assembly of the eass in Bern

The Executive Board of the eass is inviting you to the 5th  General Assembly in Bern, Thursday 21st June 2012, at 18:00 – 19:00  (see Article 7 of the Statutes).

Agenda

1. Welcome

2. Minutes of the 4th General Assembly held in Porto 2010

3. Report of the President

4. Report of the Secretary General

5. Ejss – Report of the Chief Editor

6. Report on the Young Researcher Award

7. Elections of board members

8. Other business

Following the Statutes (Article 4.5) only members in good standing can vote. Members in good standing are those who have paid the membership fee for the year 2012.

7. Minutes of the 4th General Assembly of the eass, May 7th, 2010, at 6.45 p.m. in Porto, Portugal

      Participants:  35 eass members in good standing and about 20 guests. Point 1. Welcome and introductions by the president Georg Anders. The president thanks all those  who took care of the eass state and were  successful in gaining new members. Point 2. Approval of the Minutes of the 3rd General Assembly held in  Bled 2008. The minutes were approved by the members. Point 3. Report of the President. G. Anders gives a report on the development and recent situation of the eass. He reminds the audience of the very successful conference at Rome in 2009 and  stres​ses that the actual conference in Porto is also very successful, attrac​ting parti​cipants from all over Europe and also from several non-European coun​tries.On behalf of the eass President thanks all those persons having supported the eass in the past; also thanks to the organizers in Bled 2008 and in Rome 2009. He mentions the positive development of the ejss  journal and YRA Award. He stresses the point,  that eass gives  assistance to European research projects and refers in this respect  to the project dealing with the international sport participation  benchmark. He appeals on institutions and organizations to make use  of the expertise of the eass". Waxman will continue to be the publishing house. Point 4.Report of the Secretary General. Andrzej Pawłucki also stresses the positive development of the eass. The number of members has been continually increasing since 2006, when the eass started to count separately eass conference participants and eass members. He mentions the start of a cooperation between the eass and the ISSA beginning with the exchange of newsletters, available for all members. Finally he suggests taking special care of younger scien​tists in the field of sport sociology, i.e. offering special sessions for them and preparing a special award for them in future confe​ren​ces.  A. Pawłucki cames back to the past, to the moment when the eass conference had been held for the first time. It was in 2002, in Vienna.  Since 2006 to 2010 the number of members from 28 countries  increased. Point 5.   ejss : Report of the Chief Editor.  As Dieter Jütting and his team do not continue in their functions and he had to look for a new Chief Editor. According to Article 4.4 of the Statutes it is the task of the Executive Board to find the person and to nominate the Chief Editor every four years. The Chief Editor is not elected. Siegfried Nagel is ready to take over the office as Chief Editor of the ejss. There is no change of the publishing house necessary. Waxman will continue to be he publishing house. Point 6. eass conferences in Umea, Sweden (2011) and Bern, Switzerland  (2012). Tor Soderstrom gives the report on conference in Umea, which will take place at Umea University Campus on May 18-22 2011, on the topic “People in Motion – Bridging the Local and Global”. Siegfried Nagel will organise the 2012 conference in Bern. He gives some general remarks on the preparation of that confe​ren​ce and presents the conference topic “Sport in Globalised Societies”. Point 7.Election of Board members. Introductory remarks by the president. The Secretary General will be elected every two years by the General Assembly. The candidate is proposed by the Executive Board. A Secretary General can only be re-elected once. (Art. 4.3) As A. Pawlucki is ready for a second term of office the Executive Board nominates him as candidate for Secretary General. Fellows are elected by the General Assembly for two years. They are proposed by the Executive Board and can only be re-elected once. (Art. 4.5). Bernd Schulze is willing to serve for a second period. As Irina Bykhovskaya, Mojca Doupona Topic and Hannu Itkonen have been re-elected we need three new fellows. The Executive Board proposes Ana Luisa Pereira, Portugal, Ksenija Bosnar, Croatia, and Martin Toms, UK, as candidates for the Extended Board. President thanks Irina, Mojca and Hannu for their  commitment and dedication. Paul de Knop has been elected President Elect in 2008. In the meantime he has resigned from this office, because of unforeseen workload and responsibility as the new rector of the Vrije Universiteit Brussels. That means we would have no acting president from 2010. Therefore the Executive Board nominated Nicola Porro as candidate for the next presidency 2010-2012. The Executive Board asks the General Assembly to elect him. We need a President Elect. The eligible candidates for President Elect can be nominated both by the Executive Board and by at least ten members from at least three different countries ten weeks prior to the General Assembly at the latest (Art. 4.2). The Executive Board proposes Hannu Itkonen, Finland, as candidate for President Elect. As there are no nominations by members in the sense mentioned above the General Assembly is asked to elect Hannu Itkonen for President Elect. According to the Statutes Art. 7.4 elections are held by secret ballot. Tor Soderstrom and Pippo Russo take over the  function of scrutineers. Results of the election by secret ballot (35 members in good standing): President – Nicola Porro, President-elect – Hannu Itkonen, Secretary General – Andrzej Pawłucki, Fellows: Ksenja Bosnar, Ana Luisa Pereira, Bernd Schulze, Martin Toms. Georg Anders congratulates the members of the new board on  their posts. Point 8. Other Business. There were no contributions. Point 8. Election of Board. 

8. Next, 10th conference of the eass in Cordoba, Spain  

The organizers of the 10th  eass conference 2013 in Cordoba (Spain) will give detailed information during the conference in Bern.

9.The  banking account of  the eass is: 

Bank Account: Sparkasse KölnBonn 

account 1901974384 IBAN: DE32370501981901974384 

BIC:COLSDE33
Address of the bank: Sparkasse KölnBonn, 

Hahnenstrasse 57, D – 50667

Köln, Germany

Our best regards,

Nicola Porro                       Georg Anders              Andrzej Pawłucki

President                           Past President             Secretary General   

Rome  –  Köln – Wrocław,  2012.05.14.  
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